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THE RENAISSANCE : THE BIRTH OF A NEW AGE   

16th century 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk_7n1BCSSg 

 

The dawn (lôaube = la naissance) of the Renaissance began in Italy and then has spread (sôest 

répandue) in all Europe. It marked the end of the middle Ages in Europe. In the 15th century, 

there was a rebirth, or "renaissance", of interest in the arts and sciences.  

The Renaissance began in Florence because it was a rich state at that time. Traders, bankers 

(banquiers), merchants (commerçants) and lawyers (avocats) had enough money to build nice 

houses, buy books and employ artists and musicians. 

During the Renaissance, works of the great Latin and Greek writers (écrivains, penseurs) 

inspired (inspirèrent) artists and scholars (grands penseurs). Famous people such as Leonardo de 

Vinci, Erasmus, Raphael concentrate on human rather than (plutôt que) on religion and the fear 

of God. That is why this movement is also called Humanism ( L'Humanisme). Renaissance 

painters (peintres) and sculptors began to explore the beauty of the human body, and poets wrote 

about human feelings. 

 

THE AGE OF PRINTING 

Before the age of printing all books were copied by hand. It was a long and expensive process. It 

also meant that every book was different and full of mistakes! 

For centuries the Chinese had been printing using carved wooden blocks but the idea of using 

letters to create various pages of a text was revolutionary.  (->les Chinois maîtrisaient depuis 

des si¯cles lôimprimerie ¨ caract¯res fixes sur planchettes de bois =impression page par page, ¨ 

la différence de la presse de Gutenberg qui permit de recomposer des textes avec les mêmes 

caractères). In the middle of the 15th century, Johannes Gutenberg, of Mainz in Germany, 

introduced movable print to Europe. The metal letters were arranged in trays to make up the 

words and lines of text, inked and put on the press. That way, it could be reproduced thousands 

of times. At the same time, expensive parchment was being replaced by paper. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk_7n1BCSSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pk_7n1BCSSg
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TASK : Research at home :  

Answer to the following question : 

How did the development of the printing press contribute to the Renaissance? How did it effect 

medieval society (quelles cons®quences lôimprimerie a-t-elle eu sur la société médiévale des XV 

et XVI siècles) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Renaissance italienne: http://www.musenor.com/vt/renaissanceitalienne/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.musenor.com/vt/renaissanceitalienne/index.html
http://www.musenor.com/vt/renaissanceitalienne/index.html
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GREAT PERSONNALITIES OF THE RENAISSANCE  

Use these categories to identify the accomplishments of each person; painting, literature, 

architecture, politics 

PERSON COUNTRY+ 

DATES OF LIFE  

CATEGORY  CONTRIBUTION  

 

Leonardo da 

Vinci  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Raphael  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Erasmus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Rabelais  
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Shakespeare  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Gutenburg  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Cervantes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Galileo  
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Lôhomme de Vitruve, Leonardo de Vinci, around 1490.  

 

According to Leonardo's preview in the accompanying text, written in mirror writing, it was 

made as a study of the proportions of the (male) human body based on the work of the ancient 

Roman architect Vitruvius. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Leonardo da Vinci is perhaps most famous as the painter of masterpieces like the Mona Lisa 

and The Last Supper. However, Leonardoôs skills (dons, abilit®s) and interests went far beyond 

painting. 

He was fascinated by how and why things worked and he studied engineering (ingénieurie), 

anatomy and botany as well as architecture, physics and meteorology. He made great advances in 

science and learning, many of which were years ahead of his time. From his detailed notebooks 

came designs for helicopters, tanks and submarines (sous-marins). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirror_writing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirror_writing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitruvius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitruvius
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=U3aMDL17PntdeM&tbnid=wlHHNHXzE5diAM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwADgV&url=http://ubcgcu.org/2013/02/20/jens-zimmermann-on-recovering-humanism/&ei=-Z4zUcSPNsag4gSd-IGQCA&psig=AFQjCNFACXpw8TAQyBZiGN2YY3zMZjtWRw&ust=1362423929925433
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=S9k4K4sqcGWJvM&tbnid=n8OezEFdLrlv6M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.lssu.edu/faculty/jswedene/World_Civilizations_I_9_A.html&ei=2p4zUfJqycTiBKnzgagI&psig=AFQjCNFozKwvRMrfYsAZdOqh-8zZOKx3Ug&ust=1362423898049810
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A flying machine  (machine volante) 

 

Une machine à polir les miroirs 

http://www.vinci-closluce.com/fr/decouvrir-le-clos-luce/visites-virtuelles/ 

http://www.museoscienza.org/english/leonardo/ 

 

http://www.vinci-closluce.com/fr/decouvrir-le-clos-luce/visites-virtuelles/
http://www.vinci-closluce.com/fr/decouvrir-le-clos-luce/visites-virtuelles/
http://www.museoscienza.org/english/leonardo/
http://www.museoscienza.org/english/leonardo/
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ART during the Renaissance 

Look at the two following paintings, knowing the first one has been painted ( a été peinte) during 

the middle Ages and the second one during the Renaissance. What differences do you see? 

Répondez en français 

- Thèmes: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

- Techniques: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Peinture du Moyen Age 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Meister_der_Schule_von_Nowgorod_002.jpg
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Portait dôune femme ¨ sa toilette, Titien, 1512-1515 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/0_Portrait_d'une_femme_%C3%A0_sa_toilette_-_Titien_-_Louvre_(INV_755)_-_(2).JPG
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[ΩŞŎƻƭŜ ŘΩ!ǘƘŝƴŜǎΣ wŀǇƘŀël, 1509-1510 

Détail des personnages : 1 : Zénon de Cition ou Zénon d'Élée ς 2 : Épicure ς 3 : Frédéric II de Mantoue ς 4 : Boèce 
ou Anaximandre ou Empédocle de Milet ς 5 : Averroès ς 6 : Pythagore ς 7 : Alcibiade ou Alexandre le Grand ς 8 : 
Antisthène ou Xénophon ς 9 : Hypatie ou Francesco Maria Ier della Rovere ς 10 : Eschine ou Xénophon ς 11 : 
Parménide ς 12 : Socrate ς 13 : Héraclite (sous les traits de Michel-Ange) ς 14 : Platon tenant le Timée (sous les 
traits de Léonard de Vinci) ς 15 : Aristote ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƭΩÉthique ς 16 : Diogène de Sinope ς 17 : Plotin ς 18 : Euclide ou 
Archimède entouré d'étudiants (sous les traits de Bramante) ς 19 : Strabon ou Zoroastre ς 20 : Ptolémée ς R : 
Raphaël en Apelle ς 21 : Le Sodoma Quentin Augustine (Le Protogène). 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z%C3%A9non_de_Cition
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z%C3%A9non_de_Cition
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z%C3%A9non_d%27%C3%89l%C3%A9e
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z%C3%A9non_d%27%C3%89l%C3%A9e
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89picure
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89picure
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_II_de_Mantoue
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_II_de_Mantoue
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bo%C3%A8ce
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bo%C3%A8ce
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaximandre
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaximandre
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%A9docle
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emp%C3%A9docle
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milet
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milet
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Averro%C3%A8s
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Averro%C3%A8s
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagore
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagore
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcibiade
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcibiade
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandre_le_Grand
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandre_le_Grand
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisth%C3%A8ne
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisth%C3%A8ne
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/X%C3%A9nophon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/X%C3%A9nophon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypatie
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypatie
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Marie_Ier_della_Rovere
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Marie_Ier_della_Rovere
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eschine
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eschine
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/X%C3%A9nophon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/X%C3%A9nophon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parm%C3%A9nide
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parm%C3%A9nide
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrate
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrate
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A9raclite
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A9raclite
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel-Ange
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michel-Ange
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim%C3%A9e_(Platon)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim%C3%A9e_(Platon)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9onard_de_Vinci
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9onard_de_Vinci
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristote
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristote
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89thique_%C3%A0_Nicomaque
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89thique_%C3%A0_Nicomaque
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diog%C3%A8ne_de_Sinope
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diog%C3%A8ne_de_Sinope
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plotin
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plotin
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclide
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclide
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archim%C3%A8de
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archim%C3%A8de
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donato_d%27Angelo_Bramante
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donato_d%27Angelo_Bramante
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strabon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strabon
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastre
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoroastre
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptol%C3%A9m%C3%A9e
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptol%C3%A9m%C3%A9e
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapha%C3%ABl_(peintre)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rapha%C3%ABl_(peintre)
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apelle
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apelle
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Sodoma
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Sodoma
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Raffaello_Scuola_di_Atene_numbered.svg
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Portrait des époux Arnolfini, Van Eyck, 1434 ( le mariage) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Van_Eyck_-_Arnolfini_Portrait.jpg
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THE GREAT EXPLORERS 

 

The Age of Exploration (also called the Age of Discovery) began in the 1400s and continued 

through the 1600s. It was a period of time when the European nations began exploring the 

world. They discovered new routes to India, much of the Far East, sailed around Africa 

and the Americas.  

An expedition could be expensive and risky. Many ships never returned. So why did the 

Europeans want to explore? The simple answer is money. Although, some explorers wanted 

to gain fame or experience adventure, the main purpose of an expedition was to make 

moneyé   

Some expeditions became rich by discovering gold and silver, such as the expeditions of the 

Spanish to the Americas. They also found new land where colonies could be established and 

crops such as sugar, cotton, and tobacco could be grown. 

 

A precursor: MARCO POLO (1254-1324) 

Marco Polo is famous for his travels through Asia. He was one of the first Europeans to travel 

into Mongolia and China.  

 

The Age of Exploration began in the nation of Portugal under the leadership of Henry the 

Navigator. Henry sent out ships to map and explore the west coast of Africa. They went further 

south than any previous European expedition and mapped much of western Africa for the 

Portuguese. In 1488, Portuguese explorer Bartolomeo Dias was the first European to sail around 

the southern tip of Africa and into the Indian Ocean. 
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HOMEWORK 

 

 


